2022 Visit Shawnee Photo Contest Rules
Visit Shawnee (City of Shawnee’s Department of Tourism) invites photographers of all types to enter
photographs that showcase the Shawnee area through engaging, full-color images that will inspire
residents and visitors alike to find their next adventure in Shawnee!

Entry & Contest Timeline
Entries open on June 4, 2022 at 12 am and close on August 20, 2022 at 11:59 pm. Winners will be
notified via email, as well as announced on Facebook and the Visit Shawnee website on September 7.
Submissions must be made online at the form provided at VisitShawnee.com/contest. Photos
received via other means will not be accepted.

Awards
Photographs will be judged by a panel of arts & culture leaders from the community, including tourism
staff. All submitted photos will be used by the City of Shawnee and Visit Shawnee to promote
Shawnee, Oklahoma via website, social media, printed materials, and more. The winner of each
category will receive a $250 cash prize and gift basket of Shawnee merch!

Eligibility
Each photographer who wishes to participate may enter up to one original photograph per category,
of which they must own the full rights to. The contest is open to all U.S. residents at least 18 years of
age. Staff, their family members, and elected officials of the City of Shawnee, OK are not eligible.
Photo submissions must meet the following criteria:
● A full-color, digital image that has not been significantly altered, with no watermarks.
● Taken within a 15-mile radius of Shawnee, since January 2021.
● Should accurately reflect the subject matter and the scene as it appeared.
● If the image has been previously published, you must disclose when and where the
photo appeared, and you must still retain non-exclusive rights to the material.
● Collages are not eligible in this contest.
● Drone photography is accepted.

Categories
Every photo entered should fall into one of these four categories. You may submit the same photo in
more than one category, but only one photo per category.

● The Great Outdoors: Feature outdoor activities, landscapes, botanical photos, etc.
● Indoor Fun: Depict destinations and activities which can be enjoyed indoors within the
Shawnee area, including but not limited to shopping, dining, and play.
● Festivals & Events: Showcase structures, amenities, activities, and persons at a public event
that takes place in the Shawnee area.
● People Enjoying Shawnee, OK: Feature people enjoying an activity or scene that is available for
the general public in the Shawnee area. Photos depicting diverse persons, including by age,
gender, and ethnicity are encouraged. These photos may be organic or posed.
Please note: a minimum of five qualifying entries per category must be received before a winner will be
awarded for that category.

All questions regarding Visit Shawnee’s 2022 Find Your Adventure Photo Contest
should be directed to the Tourism Department by emailing info@visitshawnee.com!

Terms & Conditions
By submitting photos to this photography competition through the online submission form, you
acknowledge that you have read and accept the following Terms & Conditions. “We,” “Us,” and “Our”
shall refer to Visit Shawnee, the City of Shawnee’s Department of Tourism, the organizers of this
contest. “You” shall refer to the photographer submitting photos to the contest.
1. By submitting your photo, you grant us a royalty-free, nonexclusive right in perpetuity, to:
a. Use the photograph on the Internet and in print in support of our mission to encourage
tourists of all kinds to visit Shawnee, OK
b. Use the photograph in City of Shawnee’s non-commercial communications materials
c. Provide your photograph to other individuals and organizations carrying out Visit
Shawnee’s mission such as (but not limited to) news stories, newsletters, reports, slide
shows, displays, web pages, print materials and advertisements
2. All usage of your photo will be credited by listing the photographer’s name on the image or in a
caption / photo description wherever possible.
3. The purpose of this contest is to raise awareness of the Shawnee area as a travel destination
and great place to live and work. Images will be judged on originality, technical excellence,
composition, overall impact, artistic merit, and tourism/city marketing potential by a panel of
arts & culture leaders from the community.
4. All photos which include clearly identifiable people must upload a model release form (find a
fillable template here, or use your own). You, the photographer, are responsible for obtaining
the necessary releases from pictured individuals, and uploading the completed forms
alongside the photograph to which it pertains.
5. Any photographer who submits photos that depict or insinuate illicit activities and/or materials
will be immediately disqualified, including any photos submitted that do not contain this
subject matter.
6. We reserve the right to determine photographer and image eligibility at our sole & absolute

discretion, and to disqualify any photo if we deem the submission inappropriate.
7. We reserve the right to cancel, terminate, modify, or suspend the photo competition at any
time, and, in any of those circumstances, notify each entrant by email. If the photo contest is
canceled or terminated for any reason, we forfeit the nonexclusive rights granted upon contest
submission.
8. All decisions made by the panel judges are final, and no response shall be given to any
inquiries or complaints regarding the judges' decisions.
9. By entering, participants agree to indemnify, defend and hold harmless Visit Shawnee, and
affiliates, directors, officers, employees, agents and representatives, from any and all third
party liability for any injuries, loss, claim, action, demand or damage of any kind arising from or
in connection with the competition (collectively, "Losses"), including without limitation any third
party claim for copyright infringement or a violation of an individual’s right to privacy and/or
publicity right. The Contest is void where prohibited by law. The foregoing limitations also
apply to the responsibilities borne by the organizer and, the judges and third parties
participating in the contest in cooperation with the organizer.
10. Entrants are responsible for the resolution of any legal issues arising from their works and
agree to pay any costs thereby incurred.
11. You agree that any and all disputes that cannot be resolved with Visit Shawnee and causes of
action arising out of or connected with this Contest, shall be resolved individually, without
resort to any form of class action, before a court of competent jurisdiction located in
Oklahoma, which court shall apply the laws of the State of Oklahoma without regard for rules
of conflicts of law. In any such dispute, you will not be entitled to any punitive, special, indirect,
incidental, or consequential damages, including without limitation attorney’s fees, or any
damages.
12. The Contest and the Visit Shawnee’s website are provided "as is" without warranty of any kind,
either express or implied.
13. Visit Shawnee is not responsible for any incorrect or inaccurate information, whether caused
by website users or by any equipment or programming associated with or utilized in the photo
competition, or by any technical or human error that may occur in the processing of
submissions to the photo competition, including but not limited to any misprints or
typographical errors.

